CLAIMS 

1. ( currently amended) A compound of formula (I): 

.3 



Het 




wherein :- 



Met is a five i 



xl hetcroaromatic ring of the formula 



x 4 — x 5 



_ R ? — X \(^)^) in which one-ofR 1 is optionally substitu ed arvl and R 2 is 4-pvridVl; 



x 2 — 

efiltoi^ n y^ tt l^ ttoted heteroo ryl an d th e oth e r i s op tio nally s ub s tituted he teroaryl or op ti ona ll y 
^toit nted -a iyl; w her e in h eto roaryl is s clected - from * optionally s ub st^ed-betm^ 



(I) 



to. 




liiiiVi|j .ii!Al'hiii*JFi\lii r l />vfw1 In 
1 lit jTJf "I W/tTIltt'iKTt^rty^ 

jdin yly pvrro l yl, quinaaolin yly-qtH 



thicn yl an d triaieolyl group s ; omlheteroaryl optional sub s titution i s with one or more 
sub s ti t u o nts selected from: ocyl, ueylomino, nlkoxyeurbon yl o lky l encdtoxy, aroyi, nrbytom i no, 



uryl, u) y lolk yl oxyourbonyl r ory l o xy carb o n yl, ca r bov yy oyuno, 



ha l o , h e t c roaroyli heteroaryl^ 

CONV ^y^ or - -NY^¥^t wherein aryl is selected from; phenyl and naphthyl; and aryl optional 
substitution is with one or more subtituents selected from: acyl, acylamino, alkoxy, 
alkoxycarbonyi, alkylenedioxy« alkyisulphinyl, alkylsulphonyl, alkylthio, aroyl, aroylamino, 
aryl, aryialkyloxy, aryiaikyloxycarbonyi, arylalkylthio, aryloxy, aryloxycarbonyl, arylsulphinyl, 
arylsulphonyl, arylthio, carboxy, cyano, halo, heieroaroyl, heteroaryl, heteroaryialkyloxy, 
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hcteroaroylamino, hctcroaryloxy, hydroxy, nitro, trifluoromethyl, Y 3 Y 4 N-, Y 3 Y 4 NCO-, 



y3y 4 NS0 2 -, Y3Y 4 N-C 2 .6alkylene-Zl- (where Z* Is 0, NR 5 



alkylSC^-Y-'N-or alkyl optionally substituted with aryl, hctcroaryl, hydroxy, or Y^Y 4 N-; 



or S(0)„), aikylC(=0)-Y3N-, 



Iftttd-X 5 is N and the other is Nil and X^ 




e x c ludin g c o mpounds in which X^ - 
iH^ 4 HH^tfHG X 2 is C1U X s is C. X 4 is N and X 5 is N : 
R 3 represents a group -L*-R 6 ; 
R 4 represents hydrogen, alkyl or hydroxyalkyl; or 

R3 and R 4 when attached to the same carbon atom, may form with the said carbon atom a 
cydoalkyl, cycloalkenyl or hctoroe y cloalky l ring or a group C=CH2; 

represents hydrogen or alkyl; 

R 6 is hydrogen, alkyl, azido, hydroxy, alkoxy, aryl, arylalkyloxy, aryloxy, carboxy, an acid 
bioisostere selected from the group consisting of C(=0) NHOH, ~C(=0)-CH 2 OII, -C(=0)- 
CH 2 SH, C(=0) NH-CN, sulpho, phosphono, alkylsulphonylciirbamoyl, tetraxoly-l, 
arylsuiphonylcarbamoyl, iHtfei^aiyl^hon^ methoxycarbamoyl, 3 hydroxy-3- 

cyclobutene-l,2-dione t 3,5-dioxo-l^,4-oxadiazolidinyl,3 hydroxyisoxazolyl and 3 hydoxy 1 
methylpyrazolyl, cydoalkyl, cycloaikyloxy, he ter o aryl , hctcr^ afyteM^l o xyv hct c r ^afylox^ 

i 

l**m*yel0a*l^^ -NY 1 Y 2 , -N(R 7 )-C(»Z)-R 8 s -N(R 7 )-CH£)-L 2 -R 9 , 

-NH-C(=Z)-NI1~R 8 , -NH-C(»Z)-NH.L2.R9 -N(R 7 >S0 2 -R 8 , -N(R 7 )-S0 2 -L 2 -R9, ~S(O) n R*0 
-C^Zj-NY 1 Y 2 or -C(«Z)-ORM; 

R 7 is hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, arylalkyl, cydoalkyl, heteroaryl, hcteroary laikyl, or 
heterocycioalkyl; 

R 8 is alkyl, alkoxy, aryl, arylalkyloxy, cydoalkyl, heteroaryl 
heterocycioalkyl; 

R 9 is alkoxy, aryl, arylalkyloxy, arylalkyioxyearbonylamino, carboxy 3 an acid bioisostere 
selected from the group consisting of C(=0) NHOH, -C(~0)-pH 2 OH, -C(«0)-CH 2 SH, C(=0) 
NH-CN, sulpho, phosphono, alkylsulphonylcarbamoyl, tetrazblyl, arylsulphonylcarbamoyl, 
hetcroaryisuiphonylcarbamoyl, N methoxycarbainoyl, 3 hydrpxy-3-cydobutcne-l,2-dione, 3,5- 
dioxo-l,2,4~oxadiazolidinyl, 3 hydroxyisoxazolyl and 3 hydoxj 1 mcthylpyrazolyi, cydoalkyl, 
cyano, halo, heteroaryl, heteroarylalkoxy, heterocycioalkyl, hydroxy or *NY 3 Y 4 * 
R 10 is alkyl, aryl, arylalkyl, cydoalkyl, heteroaryl, hetcroarylblkyi, or heterocycioalkyl; 



heteroarylalkyloxy or 
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L* represents a direct bond or a straight- or branched-chain alkylene linkage containing from 1 
to 6 carbon atoms and optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxy, alkoxy or oxo; 

L 2 is a straight- or branched-chain alkylene linkage containing from 1 to 6 carbon atoms; 

Y l and Y 2 are independently hydrogen, alkenyl, alkynyl, aryjl, cycloalkyl, hetcrocycloalkyl, 
hcteroaryl or alkyl optionally substituted by alkoxy, aryl, cyajno, cycloalkyi, heteroaryl, 

hetcrocycloalkyl, hydroxy, oxo, -CO2R 7 , -CONY 3 Y 4 or -NY 3 Y 4 , or the group -NY*Y 2 may 

form a 5-7 membered cyclic amine which (i) may be optionally substituted with one or more 
substituents selected from alkoxy, carboxamido, carboxy, hydroxy, oxo (or a 5, 6,or 7 membered 
cyclic acetal derivative thereof), alkyl, aryl, arylalkyl, cycloalkyl, heteroaryl, heteroaryialkyl, or 
hetcrocycloalkyl or alkyl substituted by carboxy, carboxamido or hydroxy (ii) may also contain 
a further heteroatom selected from O, S, SO2 or NY 5 and (Hi) may also be fused to additional 
aryl, heteroaryl, hetcrocycloalkyl or cycloalkyl rings to form a bicyclic or tricyclic ring system; 
Y 3 and Y 4 are independently hydrogen, alkenyl, alkyl, alkynyl, aryl, arylalkyl, cycloalkyl, 
heteroaryl or heteroaryialkyl, or the group -NY 3 Y 4 may form a 5-7 membered cyclic amine as 
defined for -NY 1 Y 2 above; 

Y 5 is hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, arylalkyl, -C(-Z)R 10 , -C(=Z)OR 10 or -S0 2 R l °; 
Z is an oxygen or sulphur atom; 
m is xero-er an integer 1 and 
n is zero or an integer 1 or 2; 

or und an N-oxidc thereof, o r and an ester pr odrug thereof? or wd a pharmaceutical!)' 
acceptable salt thereof, or twd a hydrato of a compound of formula (I), or ond an N oxid e 



2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 



5, (previously presented) A compound according to Claim 1 in which one of R* and R 2 is 4-pyridyi 
and the other is 4-fluorophcnyl. 

6. (cancelled) 



7, (cancelled) 
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8. (cancelled) 



9. (cancelled) 



10. (cancelled) 



11. (previously presented) A compound according to Claim 1 
Cj^alkyl groups. 

12. (previously presented) A compound according to Claim 1 
(where Y*-and Y 2 are as defined in Claim 1) and R 4 is Cj^alkyl. 



in which and are both 



in which R 3 is -C^O-NY'W 2 



13. (previously presented) A compound according to Claim 12 in which Y* is hydrogen and Y 2 
is alkyl or cycioalkyl. 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (previously presented) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to 
Claim 1 together with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier or excipient. 

16-20 (cancelled) 
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